11                       58 CREATIVE IMPULSE IN INDUSTRY

no chance of bearing the responsibility. Ex-
periencing responsibility in industry means
nothing more nor less than sharing in the de-
cisions, the determination of procedure, as well
as suffering from the failure of those decisions
and participating in their successful eventua-
tion. As the governments in the present case
have made their appeals to labor they have car-
ried the suggestion of partnership in respon-
sibility because the government is presumably
the people's voice and its needs also presum-
ably are the common needs and not the special
interests of individuals. It is hardly necessary
to point out that it was not the intention of
government officials who made the appeal to
excite a literal interpretation; they did not ex-
pect to be taken so seriously and up to date
they have not been taken more seriously than
they intended by American labor. All they
mean and what they expect to gain, is what em-
ployers have meant and wanted; that is labor's
i                         surrender of its assumed right to strike on the

job, its surrender of its organized time stand-
ards and its principle of collective bargaining.
But when officials speak in the name of a gov-
ernment what they mean is unimportant; what
it means to the people to have them speak, and
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